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UM CONDUCTS MCDONALD MINE SOCIAL IMPACT SURVEY
MISSOULA—
A recent survey conducted by a University of Montana-Missoula research team found that 41
percent of local leaders and 29 percent of community residents would vote in favor of siting a
cyanide heap-leach gold mine near Lincoln.
The survey was carried out last month in the five communities that would be most impacted
by the proposed McDonald gold mine - Ovando and Helmville in Powell County; and Lincoln,
Canyon Creek and Marysville in Lewis and Clark County.
More than 75 percent of 157 randomly selected household residents and 50 identified local
leaders completed survey questionnaires. The survey project is part of a rural development study led
by Rebecca Richards, an assistant professor of sociology, and Brad Davis, a geography graduate
assistant.
When asked how they would vote if an election were held today, 51 percent of residents and
38 percent of community leaders strongly indicated that they would not vote in favor of having the
mine in their area.
Including those who were uncertain, more than half of the resident and leader respondents
thought that the economic benefits of the proposed mine would not outweigh the economic,
-more-
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environmental and social costs of the project.
Fewer than half of the survey respondents thought that the workers who would build and
operate the mine would be local residents.
Both residents and leaders thought the mine would most positively impact funds for schools,
local county revenues, community income and job options.
Respondents thought the mine would most negatively impact the visual character of the
community, area drug problems, water quality and traffic conditions.
/

Residents and leaders alike were skeptical of the process by which the proposed gold mine
has been evaluated. Forty-one percent of residents and 26 percent of leaders thought the overall
evaluation process had been fair to the parties involved. Also, many respondents —especially
community residents - were uninformed about the evaluation process. More than one-third of the
residents said that they didn’t know which government institution was responsible for permitting the
mine. (The Department of Environmental Quality is responsible for an environmental impact
statement about the project, and the State Land Board is ultimately charged with issuing the mine
permit.)
Residents reported the most trust in university scientists and the Governor’s Office for
information about siting and operating the proposed cyanide-leach gold mine. They placed the least
amount of trust in information from environmental groups and private mining companies, according
to the questionnaire.
A report describing the survey results in more detail should be completed by the end of July.
Copies will be available in the Lincoln public library and UM’s Mansfield Library.
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